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Plan:

1. Inception of Ancient Greek Philosophy

2. Milesian School:
Thales, Anaximandros and Anaximene

3. The Being:
- Heraclit from Effes
- Parmenides form Elea

4. The Sofists:
- Protagoras
- Gorgias



THE BABYLONIAN
CIVILIZATION

“For the sun-clock and the FEeEsS et 2T
sundial and the twelve B{‘» le b
divisions of the day the Greek Debt to Egyptian,
Greeks learned from the Assyri an
Babylonians and Babylonian Science
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Thus the mathematical
Mesopotamian astronom sciences originated in the
observation: motive seel neighborhood of Egypt,

to be to understand an« pecause there the priestly class
appease deities3 | was allowed leisure. Aristotel




THE BABYLONIAN
CIVILIZATION
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| The AnC|ent Greeks did not |
Egy invent science, though they fal

Mesopotany . : 1 the
observatia did mugh to systematize and o,
to be to 1 put it on an exact and estly class

appe: universal basis. 4 Aristotel




4P

Af R

B o

Carfhogs
TN

CA

14 18

Ancient Gr

éeﬁe 400 BC

BLACK ¥
SEA

E-m:’riurr
Ilyrig g
!
{ Chalcegon- -
o [TALY i o S
AN -= . .5,‘",'* .
+ Apollonia o “.--- I.
N Hagras #ompsdius C,ﬂ'd"-; il
[arentym i i
e Mount Obmos » Chalcidice Togs Phivgig——"|
i MSRECR. v Llniid, SNy |
" [ Lz | Mysia |
-2 odonal, - LAsd, My ,
Thiri Cocyia * . , . AEGEAN Aaals |
Thessaly | hilege b A
Pasan’ TEA (g Vi
o Crofone i leshos yua -, |
Fhinig 4 Fhocaeg
,O N f A N GREEICE Clpie Eboga _ 'E-IT.I';'IFIG ei0id
I Dalph‘ \Chalcs Chiosi e T -Clc:cggﬂua w
e , v{oci SEA M . o Taom  Clophon
Eq;ﬂq .t.ﬁegl Maging ! # Reggh [ m;]miah \ 7 Colossae
' Notosy et Rhans Sriy A Mcdle
1 i ' A
§jcily ik ol |18 ¢ s M INOR
: ¥ Catanio & Manfnen 9% feging \ :
Aergass? ' Ly Cags : . Coiig
s Lenfine * Dslos 1, Hollamasig
Ger ¥y SE:IJr'IJ, o0
Camoring ¥ Cricus e *
D,{]HE' ¥ llymus
Carmirs #
0 Mkm s
| | , X

Rhodes



But Gaia’s first born was one
oLYMPuS who matched her in every dimension,

(home gj tke Godé Ouranos, the starry sky,
to cover her all over,

5 to be an unshakable standing-place
/\‘*’/j \Jb\c for the blessed immortals.
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and after him came

Gaia of the broad breast,

to be the unshakable foundation

of all the immortals who keep the crests
of snowy Olympos ...



Ancient Greek philosophy




Ancient Greek philosophy

Focuses on the role of reason and i 1nqu1ry

I\/Iany' phllosophers today
NOHethEIQSS concede that Greek

philosophy is a § philosophy has shaped the
Greek creation. * entire Western thought since

" i A wrr ItS Inception 6

Seeks to view of the entire universe m‘

Philosophy as a critical
'{| stance in search of proper
| definitions

everything which has a
beginning has a cause

ENPE—EEW VY g XY

seeks to trace everything back to its
“ultimate grounds.”




Thales Socrates
Anaxmander Antisthanes
Pythagoras  Yemopfon
Xenophanes Plaio
Heradits Diogenes
Pamenides  Arisiotle
Maxagoras  Theophrastus
Enpedoces [ yio ]

Zen0 Srao

Philolaus Buclid

Chiysippus
Eratosthenes

Profagoras Epicurus
Gorgias Zam of Cifum

Cicero

Lucretius
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Sophists Pre-Socranc Phiosophers Herqanus

Socrates
: Jesus
Plato
Aristotle
Eplaurus Stoics Skeplics PORRARG Floﬂws
Averroés St. Augustine
Mod Sihidie For& Scholastics
Later Scholastics (S5t. Thomas Aquinas)
Locke Descares Hnduism 7 Buddhism
Spinoza
Berkeley Hume Leibniz
Kant
Frege Transcendentalists !
Hegel Schopenhave
- Peirce Saussure d
Russell Marx Phenomenclogy retzsche
James Gramsd - Kierkegaard
Frankfurt School Hedegger
wWitigenstein Swrucuralism '
Existentialism
dinary Language Post-Strucuralsm
Philosophy
Logical Positivism

Ourinae



The First 3 Western
hers are from Miletus

e colonies of Asia Minor that
story ilosophy begins, in the city of
iletus where the first three Western
ilosophers were born and lived:

ales, Anaximander, Anaximenes
ey sought the PRIMARY SUBSTANCE. 7



Is the belief in supernatural s cl

causality —that one event causes

another without any natural that builds and organizes

process linking the two knowledge in the form
events —such as astrology and of testable

religions, like oments,
witchcraft, and prophecies, that
contradict natural science. 8

Is a systematic enterprise

explanation and
predictions about the
universe.




Thales (c. 624-550B.C.)
founder or father of the
Ionic School of
philosophy, famous for
his mathematical
&astronomical learning &
for his practical wisdom

Thales is said to have

R 1 gz declared the primary
N, % substanceis 22722727

T
He held that the transformation of this fundamental
substance is the source of all living things. 9




He concluded Crucially, Thales

that there was trying:} to
move away from
IS be.an the mythical
uI}deFlylng explanations of
principle to the world (Gods,
all things and Titans etc) to a
he concluded {‘atu:,al :
: explanation o
that this was the world.
water. 10
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http://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%98%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5:Anaximander.jpg
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He doubted whether any fundamental substan
would exist in an observable pure form.




naximenes (585-525 B(C)

| y
Substance: Air-

all matter is
composed of air.

Air is central for
ife- all known
living creatures
need air to
survive.



http://www.pensament.com/filoxarxa/filoxarxa/prim2ks3.htm
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He held that air is the primary element to Wthh
everything else can be reduced. To explain how
solid objects are formed from air, he introduced
the notions of condensation and rarefaction.

These processes, he claimed, make air, in itself
invisible, visible as water, fire, and solid matter.
He thought that air becomes warmer and turns
to fire when it is rarefied and that it becomes

colder and turns solid when it is condensed.
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Heraclitus

Parmenides Empedocles Heraclitus



Parmenides Heraclitus
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Heraclitus was the first
philosopher we know of to
both emphasize the general
process of change and to
carefully analyze particular
manifestations thereof.
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=== "You cannot step twice
into the same river; for
fresh waters are ever
= flowing in upon you.“12




All things exist between polar

War is the king
everything, it makes
people kings and
make others slaves,

| sets them free
or enslaves them




All things exist between polar
opposites -opp051tes must ex1st




- een polar
A must exist.
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All things exist between polar
Oppogﬂ:gc__nnnngﬂ:gc_mnsj-_md_gt.

Fire is a more fundamental
force or element than water

War is the
eve'ql'l-hi -
peo
mak

sets
or e

Because it is fire (i.e., in the sun, or in a forge) which
transforms solids into liquids-
Fire, like everything else in the world is in motion
(i.e., in "flux"). +
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verything is Heraclitus

@ “You can’t step into
the same river twice.”

- “All things flow”

“The sun is new
everyday”

= “We are and we are
not”

m “All we are is dust in
the wind, all we are is

ah ahhhhhh!!!”



Eleatic school of thought

Trusted facts and reason more than what appears to follow from our senses

Xenophanes Parmenides Zeno
¢c. 570-¢. 475 BC ¢ 515BC ¢. 490 BC — ¢ 430 BC

= Opposite of Heraclitus=> everything is stagnant
m “Itis”

= The more things change, the more they stay the same







Extraterrestrial life, also
called alien life, is life that does
not originate from Earth. e

7 , ;’ , K

Greek mythology

Santa Claus, is a

legendary figure of

Western Christian

culture who is said to B

bring gifts to the inch

homes of well-behaved ; )
("good" or "nice" | An angel, is

children on Christmas [ 2 SPiritual being superi
Eve or to humans inpower

and intelligence.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superior_(hierarchy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superior_(hierarchy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intelligence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
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- Extraterrestrial ]iffé, also called alien life,

1S life that dogg riot originate...
Santa Claus, 1S/a legendary figure of...

Pegasus 1S one of the best known
creatures... Eleatics founded

Anangel, 1S as{ Greek logic
2.Greek metaphysics
3.Philosophical theology



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superior_(hierarchy)

onstant; change is an illusion

y: finite, uniform, motionless, and fixed
comes only through reason

n)

1ce is not real, not to be trusted
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Zenon’s
Paradoxes

Baauu!!!

15



Zenon’s Paradoxes 15 a

® Achilles, who moves very fast, is in a race with a tortoise. Achilles
has given tortoise a head start. Before Achilles can catch the
tortoise he must reach the point where the tortoise started. But in
the time he takes to do this the tortoise has moved to a new point.
So next Achilles must reach this new point. Every time that Achilles
reaches the point where the tortoise was, the tortoise has move to a
new point, so Achilles never catches the tortoise.
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11des’ argument against
| motion

what is not, is not.
es motion.

= 7) Change is not.
= Therefore, Nothing ever changes or can change.



Changed fees to study
under them
Studied human life
- Had a wide range of
study, they traveled
places and had their
own experiences. 16
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If of the 5 C BCE, particularly at
ohist" came to denote a class of itinerant

1e ancient version of self-
otivational speakers.
. .‘L - p

Are Motivational Speakers Born Like OLDER PEOPLE SIT DOWN AND ASK,
That or Learn the Art Over Ti UL IR box Agks,
2 -STEVE JOBS




[hey were teachers & philosophers who

noney for their “wisdom”
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hey- were teachers & philosophers who
oney for their “wisdom” |
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Profes§or of
Philosophy




They held that truth is relative - no single truth exists

But claimed that they could find the answers to all

questions.

Absolute Truth vs. Relative Truth

viewed or existing
Independently and not
In relation to other things;
not relative or

comparative:
absolute moral stanaaras.

considered In relation

or In

proportion to something

else; existing or
possessing a specif
characteristic only
comparison to somet

ed
I

gligle

else; not absolute



Protagoras

e First Sophist”

an is the measure of
‘things”

ad an apathetic view of

= Followed the “anything
goes” principle




Perception varies from person to Truth depends

person because each perceiver ‘ on the
has different experiences. serceiver.19

Man is the measure of all things: of things which
are, that they are, and of things which are not,
that they are not. 20

(Protagoras)

A VUV mIiswviCiI ovwveiIicwe Wllfy (4 2

Truth fS person believes as a
partlally person does, one must

determined understand the
erson. +
by culture P
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2. Interpretation -
court case 9 g ")
Protagoras asserted that there are two sides to |
every question, exactly opposite to each other. ’ - pA |
'

(Diogenes of Sinope)
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= “The Nihilist”
= Nothing exists

= If anything did exist,
you could not know
about it

= If something existed
and you knew about
it, you could not
communicate that
awareness to others
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Meaning is malleable: take it out,
you get nihilism and despair. Put it
in, you get sacredness and
something most special.

—— Dean Ornish ——
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