more about question-word clauses

Clauses beginning with question-words can act as subjects, objects or complements in sentences,
rather like nouns.

Who you invite is your business. Do you see how he treats me?
I often think about where I met you. A hot bath is what I need.

This is common in indirect speech (see page 218).

He didn't tell us where he was going.  Ask her when she’ll be ready.
Question-word clauses beginning with how are often rather informal. Compare:
I'm surprised at how fast she can run. (informal)  I'm surprised at her speed.
Subject clauses often come later, with it as an introductory subject (see page 228).
It’s your business who you invite. It doesn’t matter where we stay.

At the beginning of a sentence we use whether, not if.
Whether we can stay here isn't yet certain. (NOT Hfweeanstay-frerefsmtyetcertain:)

_ Rewrite these sentences with question-word clauses.
» This is the amount that I've done. (how) .. TS ts how micch t've done.

1 Her address is not important. (where)

.......................................................................................................................................
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6 'Their reason for being here is not at all clear. (why)

..................................................................................................................................... ie

I'll spend my money in any way I choose. (how)

~1
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His knowledge of French doesn’t matter. (whether)

i o)

.......................................................................................................................................

whoever, whatever, whichever These three words can begin subject and object clauses.

Whoever phoned just now was very polite.  Use whichever room you like.
Whatever is in that box is making a funny noise.

Rewrite the words in italics with whoever, whatever or whichever.

» Ull marry the person I choose. ..WINOEVEY LOMNOOSE. | | | . .iiiiiiiiiiiiieiomimiiiosnsiissanssreressstssenas
Send it 10 e Derson Who PavEtheBils: \cowwrmmmvermosssirsommsemimtstntisantsahsohtsssspmte oo ssintds
Thisisdor Anybidy WHD WaHESTE vivimivmmtis sy R PR SR ST SH
Take pnythne tHEEJOEWENE. «orerensrraaners sovnsasannser e ssnansanedbs s msssrns snmd SAS AT AINE SAS TSRS SER PRTRIRA T AT A AFATS
Ll agres G anpthing that Yo Sl wsvmvamvyesisimmrseeraimmasiarss tigearssosvanmsss WS SR R
The person who-gets this job'will have a difficult time. ...ccnniinnnnaninmsmannanigs

6 Thetean: that wing will play United in the Next rOUNT. .. oovisenressnssnsmnesmnenssnistrsamnesbnts s ssissasssaasssns

B b

un

For prepositions dropped before clauses (e.g. Look (at) what you've done), see page 196.
For whoever, whatever et in adverb clauses, see page 243,
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preparatory it

preparatory subject When the subject of a sentence is a clause, we generally use it as a preparatory
subject, and put the clause later.

It odd that he hasn’t phoned. (More natural than That he hasn't phoned is odd.)
It was amazing how many languages she spoke. It doesn’t matter who knows.

The same thing happens when the subject is a clause beginning with an infinitive (or an infinitive alone).

It’s important to read page 12. (More natural than To read page 12 is important.)
It was good to relax.

In an informal style, we sometimes use the same structure with -ing form subjects.

It’s boring listening to him. It was nice seeing you.

~ Use It's and the expressions in the box to complete the sentences. Different answers
may be possible.

apity amazing doesn'tinterestme exciting nice probable strange surprising
typical of him upset everybody your task

* how many unhappy marriages there are )
s surprising how many wnhappy warriages there are.

1 to steal the secret formula
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......................................................................................................................................

5 what you think

.................................................................................................................... FrasssatrEanntpEan

6 that so few people came

......................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................

9 that we'll be a little late

---------------------- R T R T I A T R

10 being back home

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note also the structure It looks as if/though ...

It looks as if she’s going to win. It looks as though we'll miss the train,

- Write a sentence about tomorrow’s weather.
» It looks as if it’s going to swow / it might be extremely hot / ...

....................................................................................................................................

Note: We don't normally use preparatory it for a noun subject.
The new concert hall is wonderful. (NOT USUALLY #swortderful-the-newcomncert-taft)
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preparatory object In some cases, we can use it as a preparatory object. This happens when
a clause or infinitive object has a complement.

I find it odd that Andys away. (More natural than I find that Andy’s away odd.)
My blister made it a problem to walk.

suT 1 can't bear to upset him. (No1 Feart-bearit-to-upset-hin: The infinitive clause fo upset him

has no complement.)
Note the use of as after regard, see and view.

I'regard it as thoroughly bad manners that they never thanked us.

£} Putin it or nothing (-) to make correct sentences.

- T TR ——— clear that she disagreed.
2 Welound coosinnnarpasaiiag tiring to listen to him.
3 Olivercarft bear ... commpmavesmmemmneasnsare to be alone for long periods.
4. TEBOSIAr s mmmsasamiisamina a crime that they've put up VAT again.
5 Doy think oaiiuoihme e right that Nicole didn't get the job?
O 7 ) S N SO —— that I had promised to phone Josie.
7 Bwerybody knew ..o s that there was something wrong.
8 The friendly atmosphere of the school made ....c..coovveivrrnnnnnnnnne. a pleasure to study there.
9 Yalwa¥sBal. . oo a strain to pack when I'm going away.
10 Vregard covvsicmmmssinmi as really irritating to have to carry identification everywhere.

other cases We also use preparatory it in some cases when there is no complement. This happens:
in the structures owe it to ... and leave it to ...

We owe it to society to help those who need help.  T'll leave it to you to inform the other members.
in the structures like/love/hate it + clause

We love it when you sing.

in the structure take it that ...

! take it that you won't be working tomorrow. (= 'l assume/suppose that ...)

in the structure would appreciate it if ...

We would appreciate it if you would keep us informed.

£} Complete the sentences with words from the box and it

appreciate hate leave take owe

I Ehildrenoften:.cummivnnmssamans when you treat them like children.

&) Wi et et S ev s e s to our parents to keep them young by constantly surprising them.

3 IWoNld covcomimorsnsmansvpsanons if you would turn down your radio a little.

4| CATWE sivmcimviaipiris s s i to Alison to book the hotel?

5 NYou'relooking depressal. I ....cssmesmssmmnsmssmersvarmanyanss you didn’t get the job.

‘It would have been cheaper ‘I love it when someone insults ‘We owe it to each other

to lower the Atlantic’ me. That means that | don't - and to our children and

(Lew Grade, talking about the have to be nice.’ grandchildren - to leave

film ‘Raise the Titanic’) (Billy Idol) gurnianstibia better‘st'a i
than when we found it.
(Christopher Dodd)

1 find it very offensive
when the government tells
me what I can and cannot
watch.'

IMichael Badnarik)

‘It is not good to be too
free. It is not good to have
everything one wants.’
(Blaise Pascal)
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participle clauses

Participles (-ing and -ed forms) can introduce clauses (without conjunctions).
This is rather formal, and is more common in writing than in speech.

Looking out of the window, Harry saw that it was snowing again,

Knowing what he was like, I was careful to be polite.

Not being a very sociable person, he found a seat where he could be by himself.
Alice had a violent row with Peter, completely ruining the evening.

Having found what I was looking for, I went back home.

Stored in a cool place, this bread will last for weeks.

| Rewrite the sentences with participle clauses.
I As I didn't want to upset everybody, I said nothing.

2 On Friday George arrived, and brought news from the Irish cousins.

......................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

8 As he had lost all his money, he had no way of getting homc
BEVEIIR o vckvm o mammnwns b s b Sea e s e e s R i e AR S T BN o o WA BB B S RN SRR s SR

2 Put the participles from the box into the text.

belonging checking getting protected provided satished shooting
sipping stolen stopping walking watching

- Varson was sitting comfortably in the deep leather armchair that had
belonged to his fathes, L. cooovinniinses hisdrinkand 4. a

rather bad comedy programme. As he relaxed into the evening, a black saloon,
..................... earlier from outside a hotel in Kensington and immediately
AR 2 o with new licence plates, drifted slowly down the street outside
his house. It was a street of big houses, "...ccccocouniiinnn by tall hedges and
well-kept gardens, and obviously "..........ccccveen to people with few money
worries. This was the driver’s third time round, "...........c.coco... for pedestrians,
people in parked cars, or any other possible witnesses. Finally %............c....... ;
he pulled over to the side of the road, "......cccovrinnene. just outside Carson’s
driveway, and switched off the engine. The doors opened at once, all four
of them % out; Henty Mo, out the nearest street
light with a silenced 22 as they did so. They moved quickly into the driveway,
Marco figst; Pepe lash, 2. ciieioncitumoss backwards to make sure no one was
watching, and went qmetly up to the front door.
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‘misrelated’ participles The subject of a participle clause is normally the same as the subject of the
main clause, and it is generally considered incorrect to mix subjects, at least in formal writing. Compare:

Standing by the window, Sue gazed at the mountains. (Sue stood; Sue gazed)
Standing by the window, the mountains seemed very close.
(This sounds as if the mountains were standing by the window.)

However, mixed subjects are common when one of them is it or there.
Being French, it is surprising that she is such a terrible cook.
Having so little time, there was not nuch that I could do.

This also happens with some fixed expressions describing the speaker’s attitude (e. g. generally speaking,
judging from ..., considering ..., taking everything into consideration.)

Generally speaking, men can run faster than women.
Judging from his expression, he was in a bad mood,

£ (Circl®)the best continuation.

1 Getting out of the car, Mrs Perkins /

the pavement ...

Working late at night, a noise / Josie ...
Starting German lessons, the verbs /1 ...
Looking out of the window, Sandra /

LR 8 |

s

ataxy ..

(¥ 21

Sitting in the front row at the circus, / / / ’{ [ \ \ \ \ \
an elephant / the children ... /

6 Waking up suddenly, I/ ‘Standing by the window, the

a smell of burning ... mountains seem very close.’

Correct (v') or not (X)?

Considering everything, the holiday was a success. ...
Running up the stairs, my wallet fell out of my pocket. ...
Brushing her teeth, a thought suddenly occurred to her. ..,
Generally speaking, children don't like green vegetables. ...
Looking under the bed, I found a book that I'd lost. ...
Being short of time, the housework didn't get done. ...

o =

Lo S ) I S

own subject If necessary, a participle clause can have its own subject.

Nobody having anything more to say, the meeting broke up.
Hands held high, the dancers circle to the left.

- Add subjects from the box.

herdoll hersmile smoke thefire theschoolhall the treasurer

b mmmsninens s mer s having gone out, the room began to feel quite cold.

2 Alittle glrl i Lol A P U S iy dragging behind her on the pavement.

3 A carroared round the COrmBY, swsusuissimiisse st pouring from the exhaust.

' R R being much too small, the concert was held outside.

L, N —_ fixed in place as if with glue, the Princess distributed the prizes.

§ s RS having finished his report, questions were invited from the members.
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after ...ing, on...ing etc

Some conjunctions and prepositions can introduce participle clauses.

After waiting for two hours I gave up and went home.

Check the mirror before driving off.

I've learnt a lot since coming here.

Always wear gloves when working with chemicals.

I find it difficudt to read while travelling.

In deciding to spend a year studying Arabic, | made a very wise decision.
On doing something (formal) means ‘when/as soon as you do something’

On hearing the fire alarm, go straight to the nearest exit.

Complete the sentences with before, after or since and words from the box.
Use -ing forms.

abandon analyse apply qualify rearrange sign

L R R YA A SR R S s the powder, Dr Fisher reported that it was poisonous
B e Rt R A spending hours ........c.cooerveneenn.n. the furniture, I put it all back where it was before
R I S T AR R for that job, take a careful look at the conditions of work
I e AR AT BN R RSB SR e A ha VS TR as an accountant, Rachel hasn't actually done a day’s work
SOOI o S0 5 - B 8 s Wt S e NS SRS a contract, always look carefully at the small prin:
B ot T R B O R N S S B the ship, the crew spent three days in an open boat

Put in words from the box. (Different answers may be possible.)

after before before besides in en on since when while
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............................ sending in the application.

B O SN 7 5 arriving at the airport, you should go directly to the check-in desk.
THEF B s vrns smwaromvaseizes studying in Germany.

............................ twisting his ankle, he also cracked a rib.

Please checkithe Bghts . csuimenessessnssssssssans locking up.

Keep the room well ventilated ..........c.cooviiiiii using this product.
............................ being introduced, British people often shake hands.

[ usually read in bed fora bit .......cooooiiiiiiiniinn putting the light out.

I never want to Worle wicuw. s s going out for lunch.

|4 | SRR, o ¥ W 0= Yo 4 W] agreeing to sign a three-year contract, Patrick made a serious mistake,

L TR SO %

~] oA

& oo

Complete this sentence about yourself.
Atter ntshing e sUdieseT viivuivin aermaeiy s R vy R i AT AR PR

Note: A few conjunctions (e.g. until, when, if) can introduce clauses with past participles.
Keep stirring until cooked.  When arrested, he confessed at once.
If asked, say nothing.  Once deprived of oxygen, they die within minutes.

For by ,..ing used to talk about methods (e.g. You won't ger rich by writing poctry), see page 194,

‘On first entering an underground train,
it is customary to shake hands with
every passenger.’

(R ] Phillips: misleading advice for tourists)
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infinitive clauses

infinitive clauses of purpose are often constructed with in order and so as in a formal style.
Compare:

! moved house to be nearer to my work. (normal)

" moved house in order to be / so as to be nearer my work. (more formal)

These structures are very common with negative infinitives of purpose.

! moved house so as not to be too far from my work.
more normal than I moved house not to be too far from my work.)

G- Why might you do the following? Give possible reasons, using so as (not) to or
in order (not) to.
» lock your house ..50.8s, wot to be burgled

Wik A PHNRORE ..uonsnunvsasmnsisasinas e a——— PR R ST S RS

putan extra blanket on Yourbed s iiimisisiaa e i imaiie iy isisiaiini e
SEERORIOE. . .« oo rn v mms siese s S 8 B AR R S T R

buy a map
write down a phone number

s I p—

..........................................................................

set your alarm clock
join a club
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stop Cating ChOCOlae woouuwumossimsnin Ve s iy ST SRS T T A A RS N A SR
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(only) to find ... Infinitive clauses can be used to say what somebody learnt or found out
at the end of a journey or task.

I arrived home to find that the house had been burgled.
The idea of surprise can be emphasised with only.

He spent four years studying geology, only to discover that there were no jobs.

" Write your own continuation for one or more of these sentences, using
(only) to find/discover/learn/realise.
S R R Y T o T O R SO S Y SRS PN ST VU0t s
I ipoke tothem carefillyin BReneh, oo e cvomammini cmun s vns i m v sy i o v s i i R e A s w43
Shenpened the parcel sith gesat eXCHEMBRE, .1 ook otomiinifasiianisivminniasi st sehnss Aob I aAprsESaAs TasoRenosRBaRIRA
We arrived 4t the'address of thie TNVIERHON; «vivreeonriimrsosssrosrssssmsmmerssrasssrssssssessnsssasssrnsssssssssssrnaarssssss
I opened the doot of MV TO0M: wuvivss iumsmmi s s s s T A R T TS T

To see/hear ... can be used to give the reason for a false impression.

To hear her talk, youd think she was made of money.
To see her look at him, youd never realise that she hates him.

Write your own continuation for one or more of these sentences.

To see them together, youd think ........ccceeiirmierereierminrencrineerenrerenerarenes N
To réad the ddveértisenient. youd tHINk ..o ouseravasims ssssrion e s massenvessess e s sss ss e sivs sy ss s ess o ehvada cansiss
Toseehim playing tenpils; youd: Dever RS s m e v s st s vaes s s i Tt s s oo e e
To hear him talk,

....................................................................................................................
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