Exam Topics

1. DIDACTICS. Methodology of TEFL. The subject matter of ELT. Connection of didactics with other humanistic sciences: linguistics, psychology, pedagogy.
2. Essential features of the basic methodological approaches. The post-method era.  (Marianne Celce-Murcia, Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language, pp. 10-11, BURDENIUC, G., ROTARU S. Methodology Basics of Teaching English as a Foreign Language. Chisinau: Arc, 2014. 156p).
3. TEACHING METHODS and Approaches. Elements and sub elements of a method: approach, design, procedure. The Grammar-Translation Method, The Audio-Lingual Method, Direct Method, Communicative Language Teaching, Natural Approach,Total Physical Response, The Silent Way, Suggestopedia, Task-Based Language Teaching, Lexical Approach.

4. CEFR AND THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM. Teaching and learning principles underlying the CEFR approach. Communicative language activities included in the CEFR Companion Volume with New Descriptors (Reception, Production, Interaction and Mediation). Common Reference Levels: Global Scale. Self-assessment grid. Principles of teaching a foreign language included in The National Curriculum for the secondary school.

5. PLANNING AND RUNNING ACTIVITIES. CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT. Classroom management areas that involve taking decisions and actions. Types of students seating in the classroom. Classroom interaction: different forms of student-student interaction. Ideas for maximizing student interaction in class. Giving instructions. Monitoring. Gesture. Eliciting.

6. TEACHING LISTENING. Listening skills (types of listening). Types of classroom listening performance. Top-down and bottom-up approaches to teaching listening. Types of input. Criteria of a good listening text. Listening strategies. Stages in teaching listening (the sequence). Listening activities for each stage. 

7. TEACHING PRONUNCIATION. Approaches, competencies, priority pronunciation features for productive competence (based on the LFC), the integrated approach to teaching pronunciation, principles of teaching pronunciation to different age groups. Pronunciation teaching activities. 
8. TEACHING READING. Reading skills. Top-down and bottom-up approaches to teaching reading. Types of input (reading materials.) Stages in teaching reading and reading activities (tasks).
9. TEACHING SPEAKING. Speaking stages. Stages of the learning process for developing learners’ speaking skills and activities for each stage. Stages of a typical speaking class (Activity Route Map). Criteria/suggestions for organizing a good speaking lesson. Types of correction work after a speaking activity.

10. TEACHING WRITING. Challenges and approaches to writing. Teaching the skill of writing (tasks teachers have to perform in order to help students to become better writers). Types of classroom writing performance. Procedure of activities designed for guided writing or process writing. Marking. Variations on traditional teacher marking. Assessing writing.
11. APPROACHES, STAGES AND ACTIVITIES TO TEACH GRAMMAR. The three-dimensional framework of the grammar item. The Grammar Sequence. Types of clarification activities. Types of practice activities. 
12. TEACHING VOCABULARY. Distinction between Vocabulary and Lexis. The Learning Burden of a Word. Principles ensuring vocabulary acquisition. Vocabulary presentation techniques. Vocabulary practice – decision-making tasks and production tasks.
13. LESSON PLANNING, formulating lesson objectives. ACTIVITIES IN LESSON SEQUENCES: Comparison of various models of lesson sequences: PPP, ESA, TBLT and the ERRE framework and activities for each stage. 

14. ASSESSMENT. Assessment vs. testing. Criteria of good tests. Test types. Formats, tasks and settings.
