Elections

Exercise on Text Comprehension and Translation

Translate the text at sight. Pay attention to the topical vocabulary. 
Extra ballots ordered as turnout remains high 

Long lines greeted some Minnesota voters Tuesday and turnout remained strong throughout Election Day as citizens were drawn to polls by the state’s Senate race. 

Secretary of State Mary Kiffmeyer called the turnout “very high” but refused to speculate on what percentage of eligible voters showed up. Polls were open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Officials in Minneapolis printed an additional 26,000 ballots and distributed them throughout the city because more than 30 percent of registered voters had cast their ballots by 2 p.m.

Minnesota had a national-best 60 percent turnout in 1998 general election, which wasn’t a presidential year. In 2000, nearly 69 percent of the state’s voting age population turned out. 

Both parties recruited armies of volunteers and spent considerable sums to mount get out the vote drives in an effort to fill the seat of the late Sen. Paul Wellstone, and to replace outgoing Gov. James Ventura. 

Polls over the weekend indicate the Senate contest between Democrat Walter Mondale and Republican Norm Coleman was very close. 

For Minnesota’s undecided voters, the Senate race was all about the image and the governor’s race was all about the issues. 

In the gubernatorial race, there’s Tim Pawlenty’s fight against terrorism, Tim Casey’s solution to the state budget mess, and Roger Moe’s support of education and abortion rights. 

With Republicans and Democrats sticking to their candidates in this tight election, the opinions of the people who decided at the last minute mattered most. Ellen Penny, a 21-year-old University of Minnesota student, says she made choice when she got into the voting booth. 

Mondale and Coleman kept campaigning after the polls opened Tuesday, hoping to swing enough voters to tip Minnesota’s tight U.S. Senate election their way. 

More than 300 voters had cast their ballots in the first hour at the fire station in the Minneapolis suburb Golden Valley, where the wait was about half an hour to cast ballots. 

One small business woman, Midge Docken, said she hoped the heavy turnout would mean a landslide for Mondale.

Exercises on Vocabulary

· Select the topical vocabulary from the text. Find their equivalents into Romanian. Make up sentences with 10 of them. 
